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At the end of the Preface, they face one another.
The senior acolyte rings the bell, three times, one
for each Sanctus, and at the Benedictus qui venit,
they bless themselves. They come to the center and
make a moderate bow, and light the candles (if
there are any) of the candelabra placed on each side
of the altar for the elevation. They return to the
center, make a moderate bow and go to stand in
their places.

When the priest makes the sign of the cross five
times over the bread and chalice (this is the second
series of crosses) the senior acolyte rings the bell
once to warn the people of the

Consecration

If the bell can be carried, the two acolytes come to
the center and make a moderate bow and go up the
steps to kneel behind the priest. They separate a
little to each side so that the priest can genuflect
easily. They hold the hem of the priest’s chasuble,
while he genuflects and during the elevations after
cach consecration. The senior acolyte rings the bell
for each genuflection and elevation. Rising, they
turn towards one another, go down the steps, make
a moderate bow and go to stand in their places.

If the bell cannot be carried, the senior acolyte
stays in his place to ring the bell. The junior acolyte
goes up and holds the chasuble as above.

At the end of the Pater Noster, they answer in a
low voice, Sed libera nos a malo.

ACOLYTES AT HIGH MASS &9

Agnus Dei

When the priest sings Pax Domini sit semper vo-
biscum, they answer in a low voice Et cum spiritu
tuo. As the priest says Agnus Dei, it is customary
for the senior acolyte to ring the bell (once or three
times) to warn the people of Communion. The aco-
lytes turn towards one another and make a simple
bow while the priest is saying the Agnus Dei. They
go to the center, make a moderate bow and the
senior acolyte goes to the Epistle side of the altar
while the junior goes to the Gospel side. Both kneel.
If ‘any approach to receive Communion, they kneel
on the lowest step and say the Confiteor and answer
Amen to the two prayers said by the priest.

Communion

For instructions for Communion, see page 33. The
senior acolyte carrics the Communion plate for Com-
munion. If there is another priest helping, the
junior acolyte serves him and observes the same rules
as the senior.

Ablutions

The acolytes come to the center and make a mod-
erate bow. The senior acolyte goes to the credence
table for the wine and water cruets. He goes up to
the top step on the Epistle side and bows §imply to
the priest as he comes to him for the ablutions. He
pours wine until the priest signals him to stop. At
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the second ablution he first pours wine and then
water. He bows simply to the priest and replaces
tiie cruets on the credence table.

In the meantime, the junior acolyte goes up to the
altar after the first ablution to change the missal.
He bows moderately to the tabernacle; takes the
missal; turns towards center and goes down the
steps to the floor. He bows moderately and takes
the missal up to the Epistle corner of the altar,
Again he bows moderately, takes the chalice veil
and carries it to the Gospel side, observing the same
rubrics as in moving the book.

Both acolytes extinguish the candelabra candles,
if any were lighted for the elevation. They light
their own candles and return to the center -at the
same time. ‘They make a moderate bow and go to
stand at the Epistle corner.

Communion Antiphon

Facing the same way as the priest and in a line
with him they return to the center, make a moderate
bow and go to stand in their places for the Dominus
vobiscum and Postcommunion.

Last Blessing

The acolytes respond to the Dominus vobiscum,
etc., and when the celebrant gives the Blessing, the
acolytes come to the center, make a moderate bow
and bless themselves. If the book has been left open
by the priest, the junior acolyte changes the book
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observing the usual rules. (In Requiem Masses,
there is no Blessing. In place of Ite missa est, the
priest says Reguiescant in pace and the acolytes an-
swer Amen.)

Last Gospel

The acolytes answer the Last Blessing and make
the responses for the Last Gospel. They make a
moderate bow at the middle of the altar and go to
get their candles. They return to the middle of the
altar, make a moderate bow and go to their places.
They genuflect with the priest if he does so during
the Gospel.

When the priest comes down from the altar, all
genuflect (if the Blessed Sacrament is present). The
acolytes go before the priest into the sacristy and,
with the priest, make a moderate bow to the crucifix.
They kneel at the right hand of the priest and say
Benedictus Deus. When the priest has blessed them,
they answer Amen.

High Mass of Exposition

The acolytes observe the same rules (rubrics) as
in the low Mass of exposition.

After the incensing of the Blessed Sacrament and
the altar, the priest comes down from the platform
of the altar to the floor of the sanctuary and faces
the people. After he has been incensed by the bearer,
the acolytes wash his bands at the place where he
was incensed.




THE SOLEMN HIGH MASS

THE SANCTUARY BOYS

In Solemn High Masses, the sanctuary boys ob-
serve the same rules (rubrics) as for the High Mass.
(See page 52).

The Cross Bearer

1. The cross bearer never bows or genuflects
while he carries the cross.

2. Usually he turns the image of the crucifix
towards the place to which he is going, but in proces-
sions he always turns the image facing back towards
the procession following him.

3. The cross bearer vests himself in cassock and
surplice and remains in the sacristy for the acolytes
to come for him immediately after the preparation
of the chalice. He enters the sanctuary with the
acolytes, one on each side of him, and the censer and
boat bearers in front. (Unless entrance is too narrow
to permit this. In this case he may permit the senior
acolyte to precede him.) He goes to the center of
the sanctuary (or about six paces from the altar
steps) to stand between the two acolytes and turns
the image of the crucifix towards the people. When
the deacon has received the blessing for the Gospel,
the cross bearer goes to the lectern with the acolytes.

72

CROSS BEARER AT SOLEMN MASS 73

Gospel

The cross bearer stands behind the lectern, or
place where the Gospel is to be read, facing the
deacon, with the cross turned towards the deacon.
If the others genuflect during the Gospel, the cross
bearer does not.

If there is 2 sermon after the Gospel, the cross
bearer goes to the center and returns to the sacristy
with the censer and boat bearers.

If there is no Credo, he goes to the center and
returns to the sacristy.

Credo

If the Credo is said, the cross bearer, at the end
of the Gospel, goes to the center with the acolytes,
and then goes with them to the Gospel side of the
altar. He stands between the acolytes at the left of
the priests, and in line with them and the priests.

When the Credo has been said by the priest, the
cross bearer with the acolytes goes to the middle
about six paces from the steps and stands facing the
altar while the choir sings the Incarnatus est. When
the priest and deacons have been seated, the cross
bearer returns to the sacristy accompanied by the
acolytes, and preceded by the censer and boat bearers.

The Censer Bearer

It is permissible and advisable to have a boat
bearer. He carries the incense boat and observes the
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same rules (rubrics) as the censer bearer. He stands
to the left of the censer bearer.

Vested in cassock and surplice, the bearers prepare
the fire in the censer and the incense in the boat.

At the end of the Epistle, the censer bearer, with
the boat bearer, goes to the middle of the sanctuary.
He makes a simple (on one knee) genuflection if
the Blessed Sacrament is present. Otherwise he
makes a low bow. He stands in his place until after
the ‘

Preparation of the Chalice

When the cross is to be carried at the Gospel, the
censer and boat bearers with the acolytes make a low
bow (not a genuflection) and go before them into
the sacristy. They return immediately to the center
of the sanctuary, the censer and boat bearers in front
and the cross bearer with an acolyte on each side
following. (If the entrance is narrow, the senior
acolyte may precede.) The bearers go to the center
of the sanctuary. The cross bearer with the acolytes
stand slightly in front of them.

NorteE that if there is no boat bearer, the incense
bearer stands at the right of the senior acolyte and
later on fulfills all the duties of the boat bearer.

All except the cross bearer make a low (pro-
found) bow. The censer bearer opens the censer
and bowing moderately to the tabernacle goes with
the boat bearer to the chair where the celebrant and
deacons are sitting. They make a simple bow to the
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celebrant. The boat bearer gives the boat to the
deacon and receiving it back, he and the censer
bearer make a simple bow and return to their places
in the center of the sanctuary. They make a mode-
rate bow to the tabernacle.

The Gospel

The censer and boat bearers make a low (pro-
found) bow with the celebrant and deacons, and go
to stand in frons of the lectern or place where the
gospel is to be sung. They stand facing the lectern
behind the subdeacon (if he does not hold the
missal) and behind the deacon (if the subdeacon
does). After the choir has sung Gloria tibi Domine,
the censer bearer makes a simple bow to the sub-
deacon who is in front of him (or to the deacon, if
the subdeacon holds the book), and gives him the
censer. He receives it back, making a simple bow
and stands as above. During the Gospel the bearers
genuflect or bow with the deacon. After the Gospel
the bearers return to their place in the center of the
sanctuary and make a low (profound) bow.

If there is a sermon, the censer and boat bearers
go to the sacristy. At the end of the sermon, they
return to their place in the center of the sanctuary
and make a low bow.

Credo

When the Credo has been intoned, the censer and
boat bearers go before the cross bearer and acolytes
to the Gospel side of the altar, and stand on the left
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of the junior acolyte. (See Note p. 66). They
should all be on a line with the deacons and cele-
brant. When the priest and deacons go to the center
for the Incarnatus est, the bearers return to the cen-
ter. They genuflect behind the cross bearer on both
knees (when the priest does so) until the Crucifixus.
Then, after the acolytes have seated the priests, the
bearers make a low bow with the acolytes and go
with the cross bearer to the sacristy. The bearers
return immediately in front of the acolytes, go to
the center of the sanctuary and make a low bow.

If there is no cross bearer, they do not leave the
sanctuary but remain standing in their places until
the ‘

Offertory

When the celebrant has intoned Dominus vobis-
cum and Oremus, the bearers make a moderate bow
and go before the acolytes to the Gospel side of the
altar and stand as they did for the Credo.

Incensing of Altar

When the Offertory is finished, the censer and
boat bearer go to the center of the sanctuary, make
a moderate bow with the acolytes. They go to the
foot of the altar, make a moderate bow and go up
the front steps to the top step behind the celebrant.
The bearers make a simple bow to the deacon. The
incense bearer opens the boat and gives it to the
deacon. The censer bearer opens the censer so that
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the deacon can put the incense on the fire. He closes
the censer and gives it to the deacon. They both
bow to the deacon, go down to the floor, turn and
make a moderate bow to the tabernacle. They go
to the Epistle side to stand at the left of the two
acolytes, facing the Gospel side. The censer bearer
accepts the censer from the deacon, making a simple
bow to him before and afterwards. They remain at
the Epistle side until the end of the

Washing of Hands {Lavabo)

The censer and boat bearers return to the center
of the sanctuary and make a moderate bow. They
remain there until the

Preface

When the priest has finished singing Gratias

-agamuns Domino Deo nostro, the censer bearer makes

a moderate bow to the tabernacle. He incenses the
deacon, making a simple bow to him before and
after, by raising (not swinging) the censer up and
down twice. He does the same for the subdeacon.
Next, the acolytes are incensed, first the senior, and
then the junior, each with only one raising of the
censer.

The censer bearer then opens the censer so that
the boat bearer can put in unblessed incense. Closing
it, he makes a low bow to the tabernacle and turns
to incense the brethren, and then the sanctuary boys
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with one raising of the censer, first on the Epistle
side and then on the Gospel. He makes a simple
_bow before each incensing. He goes to his place
with the boat bearer and makes 2 low bow. (Should
there be a Prelate of higher dignity on the Gospel
side, he begins the incensing on that side.)

Elevation

When the senior acolyte rings the warning bell for
the Consecration, the censer bearer opens the censer
to allow the boat bearer to put incense on the fire.
He closes the censer and goes up to the steps of the
altar. He makes a simple bow to the deacon before
and after giving him the censer, and returns to his
place. Both bearers kneel during the Elevation. He
goes to receive back the censer from the deacon,
bowing to him before and after. He returns to the
center, both bearers genuflect on one knee and re-
turn to the sacristy. They place the censer and boat

in their proper place.
THE ACOLYTES
at
SOLEMN HIGH MASS
The acolytes should be in the sacristy, vested in

cassock and surplice, before the time appointed for
the Mass so that they may have plenty of time to
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prepare everything needed for the Mass. They light
the three tall candles (a general custom in this coun-
try) on each side of the tabernacle. Then they light
the candles they are to carry. They place the book of
Epistles or a missal on the Epistle corner of the altar
back against the steps of the altar. On days when the
subdeacon carries the chalice at the beginning of the
Mass, namely at Masses of Requiem or an Simplex
Feasts, they place the book of Gospels or a missal on
the Gospel corner of the altar and the humeral veil
on the Epistle side near the missal.

The acolytes should carry the candlesticks by hold-
ing the middle of the candlestick with the outside
hand. Hold the bottom with the other hand. The
top of the candlestick (not the candle) should be
on a line with the chin. When genuflecting or bow-
ing, hold the candlestick straight. Hold it also
slightly in front of the body, and never like a gun.

Having prepared everything, they assist the priest
and deacons to vest, holding the cinctures as on
page 24.

Asperges

The holy water pot is placed by the sacristan on
the step of the altar towards the Gospel side. The
senior acolyte stands at the right of the junior aco-
Iyte who carries the prayer card, if it is not already
on the altar steps. The acolytes make a moderate
bow with the celebrant and deacons to the crucifix
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in the sacristy. " They go before the subdeacon to
the altar, observing the rules (rubrics) on page 39.
At the foot of the altar steps, the senior acolyte is
at the right of the deacon and the junior at the left
of the subdeacon. They genuflect, or if the Blessed
Sacrament is not present, make a low bow. ‘The
senior acolyte presents the sprinkler (aspersorium)
to the deacon. The junior acolyte presents the prayer
card to the subdeacon. After the celebrant has in-
toned Asperges, the senior acolyte makes a low bow
with the celebrant and goes on the right side of the
priest down the aisle, holding back with his left
hand the side of the cope so as to leave the arm of
the priest free. The senior acolyte carries in his
right hand the holy water pot and presents it to the
priest when he signals for it. He returns to the foot
of the altar and makes a low bow with the celebrant.
At the end of the prayer the junior acolyte receives
the prayer card from the subdeacon. All" genuflect,
or if the Blessed Sacrament is not present, all make

a low bow, and return to the sacristy. They make a

moderate bow to the crucifix.

The Mass

The acolytes take their candles and make a mod-
erate bow (inclination) with the priests to the cruci-
fix. They go before the subdeacon to the altar in
the usual way (page 24). They genuflect (or make
a low bow) with the celebrant and deacons.
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Prayers at the Foot of the Altar

When the subdeacon comes down from the altar,
the acolytes make the usual answers. When they
have said Quoniam in saeculum misericordia ejus,
the acolytes turn and face towards the celebrant.
They stand erect. When the celebtant goes up the
steps, they come to the center and make a moderate

.bow. They separate and go to place their candle-

sticks below the steps on each side of the altar, on 2
line with the altar candlesticks. They extinguish
their candles. They return, both at the same time,
to the middle of the altar and make a moderate bow.
They go to the Epistle side to stand in a direct line
with the priests. They remain for the Introit and the
Kyrie.

Note: If there is not room to stand on a line with
the priests, they may stand a little back of this line
or, if necessary, face toward the altar. This also may
be done at the Gospel, Credo and Offertory, etc.

Kyrie

They make the usual answers and then go to the
middle of the altar, make a moderate bow and go to
their places.

Note: It is not customary in this country for the
celebrant and deacons to go to sit down while the
choir sings the Kyrie. However, on a Sunday or spe-
cial feast they may do so. If so, they all follow out
the rubrics observed for the Gloria and Credo.



82 DOMINICAN ALTAR BOYS' MANUAL

On Sundays in' Advent and Lent, when the Gloria
is not said, the junior acolyte immediately after the
Kjyrie goes before the subdeacon to the sacristy ob-
serving all the rubrics (rules) laid down later on for
the Gloria.

Gloria

When the celebrant goes to the middle of the
altar, the acolytes come towards the center, back of
the subdeacon and make a moderate bow. They
bow again with the ministers (priest, deacon and
subdeacon) of the Mass after the celebrant has in-
toned the Gloria. They go, keeping, as far as possi-
ble, in line with the deacons, to the Epistle side.
They stand in direct line with the ministers while
the Gloria is being recited. At its end, they return
to the center and, making a moderate bow, go to
their places. When the ministers have come down
the steps, all make a low (profound) bow.

The senior acolyte goes with the celebrant and
deacon to sit down. He arranges the vestments first
of the priest and then of the deacon. He bows to
the celebrant, and sits at the left, on the chair or
stool intended for the acolytes.

The junior acolyte in the meantime goes before
the subdeacon into the sacristy. He places the hu-
meral veil over the subdeacon’s shoulders, and goes
before him to the altar. He makes a low bow with
the subdeacon. He carries the cruets of wine and
water with the basin and towel and places them on
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the credence table. Coming to the center, he goes
up the steps after making a moderate bow to the
tabernacle, to take the humeral veil off the subdea-
con’s shoulders. He folds the veil, right side out.
He makes a simple bow to the subdeacon and gives
the veil to him. He goes down the steps, makes a
moderate bow and goes to his place. When the sub-
deacon comes down the steps, they make a low bow
and go to the chair. He arranges the vestments of
the subdeacon and, after making a simple bow to the
celebrant, goes to sit at the left of the senior acolyte.

Towards the end of the Gloria, the acolytes rise
with the ministers and all go to the foot of the altar
steps. They make a low (profound) bow. The
acolytes remain in their places while the celebrant
sings the Dominus vobiscum.

The Epistle

While the last Prayer is being said, the junior aco-
lyte and subdeacon bow moderately to the altar and
the subdeacon goes to get the book of Epistles. Re-
turning, both make a low bow. (In some places the
junior acolyte gets the book). He goes to the place
where the Epistle is to be sung. If there is no pulpit
or lectern, facing the subdeacon, he holds the book
for him. If there is a lectern, he stands to the left
of the subdeacon. At the end of the Epistle, he re-
ceives the book from the subdeacon. They return to
the foot of the altar with the acolyte on the right,
and make a low bow. The acolyte places the book
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where it was before, and returns to the front. They
make a low bow and go to the chair. They make a
simple bow to the celebrant and the junior acolyte
arranges the subdeacon’s vestments and goes to sit
or stand at left of the subdeacon.

Meanwhile, the celebrant finishes the Prayers.
When the priest comes down the steps, all make a
low bow and go to the chair. The senior acolyte
arranges the priest's vestments and facing the priest
makes a simple bow to him with the deacon. Both
go to the foot of the altar and make a low bow. He
assists the deacon up the steps by holding up his alb,
and then makes a moderate bow at the center. The
senior acolyte goes to the credence table and, plac-
ing the towel on his left arm, takes the cruet of water
and basin. He goes up to the top step. He makes
a simple bow to the deacon and pours water over
his fingers. He receives the towel back and makes
a simple bow to the deacon. He turns and goes
down to place the cruet, etc., on the credence table,
and then he returns to the top step to receive the
missal from the deacon, making a simple bow before
and after. He returns to center, makes a moderate
bow and stands in his place. He makes a low bow
with the deacon and goes to the chair. They both
make a simple bow to the celebrant and the senior
acolyte arranges the vestments of the deacon. He
goes in front of the celebrant, makes a simple bow
and holds the missal for him.

ACOLYTES AT SOLEMN MASS 85

At the beginning of the reading of the Gospel by
the priest, the acolytes make the usual answer. The
Gospel being finished, the senior acolyte gives the
missal to the subdéacon and then arranges the vest-
ments of the ministers. He makes a simple bow and
goes to sit down.

Preparation of the Chalice

The junior acolyte (according to custom) makes
a simple bow to the celebrant. He goes with the
subdeacon to the foot of the altar and with him
makes a low bow. He assists him up the steps by
holding up his alb, and then makes a moderate bow
at the center. He goes to the credence table for the
cruet of water, basin and towel. He goes up to the
top step and makes a simple bow to the subdeacon,
before and after pouring water on his fingers and
giving and receiving back the towel. Turning, he
goes down to place the cruet, etc., on the credence
table. He returns to center, makes a moderate bow
and goes up the steps. Bowing (simply) to the
subdeacon he receives the humeral veil, which he
places over the shoulders of the subdeacon. He goes
down the front steps, makes a moderate bow and
goes to get the wine and water. He returns to cen-
ter, makes a moderate bow and goes to his place.
He makes a low bow with the subdeacon, and goes
with him to the celebrant, standing to the right of
the subdeacon. Both bow (simply) to the cele-
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brant. He presents the cruet of wine to the sub-
deacon. Receiving it back, he presents the cruet of
water. When the celebrant blesses it, he answers
Amen (omitted in Masses of Requiem) and receives
the cruet back. With the subdeacon he makes a
simple inclination to the celebrant. He returns to
the altar with the subdeacon and, standing on the
right, makes a low bow. He goes to place the cruets
on the credence table and returns to center to make
a moderate bow. He goes up the steps to take the
humeral veil from the subdeacon’s shoulders. He
folds the veil right side out, and makes a simple bow
before and after giving it to the subdeacon. He
goes down the steps to center, makes a moderate bow
and goes to his place. When the subdeacon comes
down the steps, both subdeacon and acolyte make a
low bow and go to the chair. They make a simple
bow to the celebrant, and the junior acolyte arranges
the subdeacon’s vestment.

In the meantime, the senior acolyte moves the lec-
tern or pulpit (if there be one) to the place where
the Gospel is to be sung.

Both acolytes make a simple bow to the celebrant
and go to the foot of the altar. They make a low
bow and go to light their candles. Carrying them,
they return to the center and make a low bow. They
go to the sacristy with the censer and boat bearers in
front of them. They stand, one on each side of the
cross bearer (unless entrance be too narrow), and,
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with the censer and boat bearers going before, they
return to the middle of the sanctuary (about six
paces from the steps) and all except the cross bearer
make a low bow. The acolytes, with the cross bearer,
stand in front of the censer and boat bearers, and
leave room for the celebrant and deacons to pass in
front of them. NoTEe: If the cross is not to be
carried, the acolytes and bearers do not go into the
sacristy.

Gospel

When the ministers arrive at the foot of the altar,
all, except the cross bearer, make a low bow. Then
the acolytes with the censer and boat bearers in
front, go with the cross bearer to the place where
the Gospel is to be sung. They stand with the cross
bearer between them, facing the deacon and behind
but close to the lectern. During the Gospel they do
not genuflect but they make a moderate bow at the
names of Jesus and Mary.

If a sermon is preached after the Gospel, the aco-
lytes go to their places and set down their candle-
sticks on the first step in front of them. They make
a low bow with the celebrant and deacons and go to
the chair. They arrange the vestments of the minis-
ters of the Mass. They bow simply to the celebrant,
and return to the foot of the altar. They take their
candles and make a low bow. On either side of the
cross bearer, they go, with the censer and boat bear-
ers in front, into the sacristy. They return to the
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middle of the altar and make a low bow. They put
their candles on the step in front of their usual
places. They return to the center, make a low bow
and go to sit down, making a simple bow to the
celebrant before doing so.

If there is no cross bearer, the acolytes do not go
into the sacristy. Observing the usual ceremonies,
they go to sit down with the others. Unless they
are clerics they stand for the reading of the Gospel
in English. At the end of the sermon, all return in
the usual manner.

Credo

If there is no sermon, the acolytes and cross
bearer return from the lectern to the middle of the
sanctuary. The acolytes make a low bow. When
the celebrant has intoned the Credo, the acolytes on
either side of the cross bearer and, with the censer
and boat bearers preceding, go around to the Gospel
side. They stand with the cross bearer between them
and the censer and boat bearers at the left, in a
direct line with the celebrant and deacons. (See
Note p. 89). When the ministers bow, they also
make a moderate bow. When the priest goes
towards the center of the altar, the acolytes return
to their places at the foot of the altar with the cross
bearer between them. During the singing of the
Incarnatus est, they kneel on the lowest step of the
altar placing their candlesticks on the step. At the
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end of Et homo factus est, they rise, make a low bow
and go to the chair to help seat the priests. They
make a simple bow to the celebrant, and return to
center. They take up their candles and go with the
cross bearer into the sacristy, following the censer
and boat bearers. They immediately return with the
censer and boat bearers. They make a low bow and
go to put their candles on the floor on either side of
the altar as before. They extinguish their candles
and go to the center, and make a low bow. They go
to sit down, making a simple bow to the celebrant
before doing so.
Offertory

At the end of the singing of the Credo, all rise
and go to the foot of the altar. They make a low
bow. They stand in their usual places and when the
priest has intoned Dominus vobiscum and Oremus,
the acolytes come to the center, make a moderate
bow, and go to the Gospel side of the altar. They
stand in line with the celebrant and deacons, while
the Offertory prayer is read. They then go to the
Epistle side of the altar, making a moderate bow
when passing the center.

NotE: If the Credo is not said, and there is no
sermon at the end of the Gospel, the acolytes, after
coming to the center, go immediately after the Ore-
mus to the Gospel side. They carry their lighted -
candles and stand as above during the Offertory. At
the end of the Offertory, they go to the center, bow
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moderately and ‘go to place their candles on each
side of the altar, as above, and extinguish them.
They come to the center, bow moderately and go to
the Epistle side.

Washing of Hands (Lavabo)

While the priest incenses the altar, the acolytes
stand in line on the floor near the altar, at the left of
the subdeacon. They face towards the celebrant.
At the end of the incensing, the junior acolyte makes
a simple bow to the subdeacon and gives him the
cruet of water and the basin. After the deacon has
incensed the celebrant, the senior acolyte makes a
simple bow to the deacon and gives him the towel.
(In Masses of Exposition the priest comes down to
the floor for the Lavabo.) Both make a simple bow
after receiving these back, and put them on the
credence table. They return to the center and make
a moderate bow and return to their places. They
remain there until the

Preface

When the priest intones Gratias agamus, etc., the
acolytes turn and face one another. They make a
moderate bow to each other. They bow their heads
until the end of the response Dignum et justuam, etc.
After the deacon and subdeacon have been incensed,
they turn slightly towards the censer bearer and bow
their heads a little when they are incensed. The
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acolytes face one another, make 2 simple bow and
turn again to the altar.
The incensing is omitted in Masses of Requiem.
At the end of the Preface, the acolytes again face
one another for the :

Sanctus

The acolytes make a simple bow to one another.
At each word of the Sanctus, Sanctus, Sancius, the
senior acolyte rings the bell. ‘They make the sign of
the cross as the priest says Benedictus. They make
a simple bow to one another and go to the center,
again making a moderate bow to the tabernacle.
The subdeacon gets the humeral veil from the altar
and gives it to the junior acolyte, who places the
humeral veil on the shoulders of the subdeacon.
This is omitted in Masses of Requiem.

The acolytes make a moderate bow at center and
go to light the candles for the Elevation. They re-
turn to the center, make a moderaté bow and go to
their places.

Consecration

When the celebrant makes the sign of the cross
five times over the chalice and bread (the second
series of signs of the cross), the senior acolyte rings
the bell once. The acolytes kneel on the step imme-
diately in front of their usual places. At each genu-
flection and elevation, the senior acolyte rings the
bell. After the consecration, the acolytes rise and
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stand in their places until the
Pater Noster

At the end of the Pater noster, they answer Sed
libera nos a malo. The junior acolyte goes to the
center, makes a moderate bow and goes to take the
humeral veil from the shoulders of the subdeacon.
He folds it and places it on the altar at the Gospel
side. He returns to center, makes a moderate bow
and returns to his placc. '

Agnus Dei

When the celebrant intones Pax Domini, the aco-
Iytes face one another and make a simple bow. They
remain facing one another while the ministers of the
Mass say the Agnus Dei three times. It is custom-
ary for the senior acolyte to ring the bell (once or
three times) to warn the people of the Communion.
Making a simple bow to each other, they come to
the center and make a moderate bow to the taber-
nacle. They receive the Pax from the subdeacon,
kissing the paten or image and answering Ef cum
spiritu tuo.

If Communion is given, follow instructions on
pages 33 and 69.

. Ablutions

After the Communion of the priest, the acolytes
come to the center, make a moderate bow and go to
the Epistle side of the altar. The junior acolyte,
making a simple bow, gives the wine cruet to the

ACOLYTES AT SOLEMN MASS 93

subdeacon. The senior acolyte in the meantime,
making a simple bow, pours water into the basin
over the fingers of the deacon, and presents to him
the towel. After which he makes a simple bow to
the deacon, and gives the water cruet to the junior
acolyte who gives it to the subdeacon.

The junior acolyte receives the cruets back from
the subdeacon and makes a simple bow. He places
the wine cruet on the credence table and accepts the
basin from the senior acolyte. Making a simple bow
to the subdeacon he pours water over the subdeacon’s
fingers. The senior acolyte presents the towel. Both
make a simple bow and go to put the cruet, etc., on
the credence table.

The acolytes remain at the Epistle side, standing
in line with the celebrant and deacons for the Com-
munion prayer. They then go to center, make a
moderate bow and go to extinguish the candles, if
any were lighted for the Elevation. They meet at
center and make a moderate bow and go to their
places.

The junior acolyte goes to get the cruets of wine
and water when the subdeacon goes up to the altar
for the chalice. They both meet at center and make
a low bow and go into the sacristy. They return
immediately to the center of the altar, make a low
bow, and the junior acolyte goes to stand in his place.

In the meantime the senior acolyte lights his own
and the junior acolyte’s candle, making the usual
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moderate bow when coming to or leaving or passing
the center.

If there is only one Prayer or if the sacristy is far
off, the subdeacon does not carry out the chalice
until the end of Mass. In this case, each acolyte
lights his own candle.

Blessing

They make the responses before and for the Bless-
ing and stand in their places for it. During the
Blessing, they make a moderate inclination.

Last Gospel

The acolytes make the responses for the Gospel
and go to get their candles, making a moderate bow
when leaving and returning to the center. They
stand in their places and genuflect with the priest
and deacons, if they do so, during the Gospel.

When the ministers of the Mass come down from
the altar all genuflect (if the Blessed Sacrament is in

the tabernacle). The acolytes go before the subdea-

con into the sacristy. All make a moderate bow to
the crucifix. The acolytes kneel to the right of the
ministers and say Benedictus Deus. When the priest
has blessed them they answer: Amen.

e ——

SOLEMN HIGH MASS
WITH THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT EXPOSED

The Cross Bearer

The cross bearer observes the same rules (rubrics).
p- 72.

The Censer Bearer

The censer bearer observes the same rubrics with
the following exceptions:

1. If the Blessed Sacrament is exposed, the censer
bearer makes a double (on both knees) genu-
flection when he enters or leaves the Sanctuary
before or after the Mass.

2. When the censer bearer enters the sanctuary after
the Epistle he makes a double (on both knees)
genuflection.

3. When the censer bearer goes with the acolytes
into the sacristy for the cross bearer, he makes a
simple (on one knee) genuflection when he
leaves the sanctuary and when he returns.

4. During the Mass, the censer bearer makes a sim-
ple (on one knee) genuflection when coming to
or leaving or passing the center in front of the
Blessed Sacrament.

95
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5. The boat bearer observes the same rubrics as the
censer bearer.

The Acolytes

The acolytes observe the same rubrics as in the
Solemn Mass with the following exceptions:

1. If the Blessed Sacrament is exposed, the acolytes
make a double (on both knees) genuflection at
the center when they enter or leave the sanctuary
before or after the Mass.

2. They do the same when they enter with the
priests at the beginning of the Mass and when
they leave at its end.

3. During the Mass the acolytes make a simple (on
one knee) genuflection when coming to or leav-
ing or passing the center in front of the Blessed
Sacrament.

4. When they leave the sanctuary to get the cross
bearer the acolytes make only a simple (on one
knee) genuflection. They do the same when they
return, and also when they accompany him to the
sacristy.

5. The acolytes kneel at their places while the cele-
brant incenses the Blessed Sacrament, and then
go to the Epistle side for the Washing of the
Hands.

6. The acolytes do not extinguish their own candles
during the entire Mass.
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. The acolytes do not extinguish the candles if any

are lighted for the Elevation until the Blessed
Sacrament is put away.

. The bell is not rung. (See p. 38, n, 7.)

PROCESSIONS
The Sanctuary Boys

. In processions the sanctuary boys walk two by

two behind the cross bearer and acolytes.

. Leaving the sacristy, they make a moderate bow

with the celebrant and the other ministers to the
crucifix.

. Entering the sanctuary, they go to the center and

genuflect on one knee, if the Blessed Sacrament
is merely present; on both knees, if it is exposed.
If the Blessed Sacrament is not present, they
make 2 low (profound) bow.

. When the time arrives for the procession, each

altar boy comes with his partner to the center,
makes a moderate bow to the tabernacle. Turn-
ing towards one another, they get in line. If the
Blessed Sacrament is exposed, instead of the
moderate bow, they genuflect on one knee.

. Returning to the sanctuary, they make a low bow

and go to their places.

. They leave the sanctuary as they entered it. Above

No. 3.
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" The Cross Bearer

. In processions the cross bearer leads between the

two acolytes, except when a Holy Water bearer
takes part. The latter is then the leader.

. He does not genuflect or bow.
. In the procession he faces the image of the cruci-

fix towards the procession he is leading.

The Censer Bearer

. The censer bearer is always present at the proces-

sion of the Blessed Sacrament. It is permissible
to have two censer bearers.

If the procession follows the Mass, the censer
bearer presents the deacon (or the celebrant, if
there is no deacon) with the censer into which the
boat bearer has already put incense. During the
incensing, the censer bearer kneels at the right of
the deacon and the boat bearer at the left of the
subdeacon. They make a low bow before and
after the incensing and then go to their places.

. The censer bearers walk immediately before the

canopy or priest and continually incense the
Blessed Sacrament. They walk in such a way as
not to turn their backs upon the Blessed Sacra-
ment and should raise and lower their censers
together.

The boat bearers walk just ahead of the censer
bearers, and should put incense into the censers

e e - -
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when needed. However, this should be done one
at a time, so that the incensing may not be inter-
rupted.

The Acolytes

. The cross bearer and acolytes lead processions,
. except when there is a Holy Water bearer, who

follows the cross bearer when coming to the al-
tar, and then leads the procession.

. When the time comes for procession after Mass

or some ceremony, the acolytes take their candles
and come to the center. If the Blessed Sacrament
is exposed, they genuflect on one knee. If it is
not exposed, they make a low bow and go to get
the cross bearer. They return to the center of
the sanctuary and genuflect or bow as they did
when leaving.

If there is not a Mass or ceremony, the aco-
Iytes place themselves, one on each side of the
cross bearer, bow to the crucifix in the sacristy
and go to the center of the sanctuary where thev
bow or genuflect as above.

. When the procession starts, if the Blessed Sacra-

ment is exposed, the acolytes genuflect on one

" knee. If it is not exposed they make a low bow.
. Returning to the sanctuary after the procession,

they go to the center, make a low bow and go to
their places.

. Should the procession bring them to another altar,

they make a low bow on arriving and leaving.

-
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HOLY COMMUNION
OUTSIDE MASS

. The acolyte lights two candles on the altar
where Communion is to be given. -

. He sees that the card or plate to be held at Com-
munion is on the credence table.

. Bowing moderately with the priest to the cruci-
fix in the sacristy, the acolyte goes before the
priest into the sanctuary. If he passes by the
main altar, he makes a simple (one knee) genu-
flection if the Blessed Sacrament is present.
Otherwise, he makes a low bow.

- Arriving at the altar where Communion is to be
given, if necessary, he steps back to allow the
priest to pass so that he will be at the right of
the priest. The priest and the acolyte make a
simple (on one knee) genuflection.

. The acolyte assists the priest to go up the step
or steps by raising the alb or habit of the priest
a little.

. The acolyte kneels down and, bending low, says:
Acolyte: Confiteor Deo omnipotenti, etc.

He responds as follows:

Priest: Misereatur vestri . . . ad vitam aeternam.

-

~7.,

10.
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Acolyte: Amen.

After the priest has said the Agnus Dei, etc., the
acolyte goes with him to the altar rail and holds
the card or plate under the chin of each commu-
nicant with his right hand extended so as not to
be in the way of the priest, and his left hand,
palm down, on his breast.

. Communion over, he gives the card or plate to

the priest, assists him up the step or steps, kneels
on the top step until the priest has closed the
tabernacle door. He then returns to his place,
after making a moderate bow at the center and
kneels down.

He blesses himself when the priest gives the
blessing and answers: Amen.

He rises, genuflects with the priest and returns
to the sacristy making the saine bow as he did
when entering.

BENEDICTION OF
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

The Sanctuary Boys

1. The sanctuary boys enter the sanctuary and make

a simple (on one knee) genuflection if the
Blessed Sacrament is in the tabernacle. If the
Blessed Sacrament is exposed, they make a double

Acolyte: Amen.

Priest: Absolutionem . . . misericors Dominus.
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(on both knees) genuflection. Turning towards
one another they make a simple bow. Turning
back and facing the altar, they then go to their
places.

. When the priest and deacons genuflect, the sanc-
tuary boys kneel down.

. When the priest or the deacon opens the taber-
nacle door, all bow low until the Blessed Sacra-
ment is put in its place.

. At the words Veneremur cernui in the second
verse of the Tantum ergo, all bow low but just
for these two words.

. When the priest turns to give the Benediction, all
bow low until the bell stops ringing.

. All rise when the priest or deacon closes the tab-
ernacle door after Benediction and remain stand-
ing until the priest genuflects.

Where it is the custom to sing the Lawdate
Dominum, the sanctuary boys along with the
priest and acolytes make a moderate bow during
the Gloria Patri. At the Sicut erat the leaders
of the sanctuary boys start to the center, genu-
flect on one knee, if the Blessed Sacrament is in
the tabernacle, and go to the sacristy.

If the Blessed Sacrament is still exposed, they
make a double (on both knees) genuflection.

N

o,
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The Censer Bearer

. The censer bearer and boat beater see that the
charcoal is lighted in the censer and sufficient
incense in the boat.

. Bowing moderately to the crucifix in the sac-
risty, they go before the acolytes and priests to
the center of the sanctuary. They genuflect or
bow just as the priests and acolytes do.

. The boat bearer puts incense into the censer.

. They kneel in their places while the censer is
swinging to keep the fire alive.

. When the priest or deacon comes down from

the altar, they go to the foot of the altar. The

boat bearer kneels on the left of the subdeacon

(if there is one), or of the priest. The censer

bearer kneels on the right of the deacon, or the

priest. He hands the censer to the deacon, or
priest. All make a low bow.

If there is no deacon, the censer bearer on the
right and the boat bearer on the left hold back
the hem of the priest's cope during the incens-
ing. They all make a low bow at the end of the
lﬂCCﬂSlﬂg.

The censer bearer receives back the censer, and

he and the boat bearer return to their places.

. The censer bearer and the boat bearer make a

“low bow at the words Veneremur cernui and
afterwards the boat bearer puts incense into the
censer.
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8.

10.

11.

Towards the end of the first stanza and before
the Genitori genitogue, the censer and boat
bearers go up to the altar as in No. 5. They re-
turn to their places after the incensing, and dur-
ing the singing of the prayer, if necessary, the
boat bearer may put incense into the censer.
After the prayer, the censer and boat bearers go
to the foot of the altar. The censer is given to
the deacon, if there is one, and the bearers kneel
on the first step at center. If there is no deacon,
the censer bearer does the incensing.

When the censer has been returned, or when the
Benediction is over, the bearers go to their places
and kneel.

When the tabernacle door has been closed, they

arise and stand in their places.

The Acolytes

. The acolytes light the prescribed or customary

number of candles on the altar. Then they light
the candles they are to carry. They see that the
white humeral veil is placed on the Gospel side
of the steps.

. Bowing to the crucifix with the other ministers,

they proceed in front of the priest, or priests,
but following the censer and boat bearers. They
genuflect or bow as usual. They kneel and
place their candles on the lowest step. If there
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are 0o deacons, they assist the priest up the
steps by raising the front of his alb or habit a
little. Bowing moderately at center, they return
to their places.

. IE it is necessary to have steps to place the mon-

strance (ostensorium) on high, the senior aco-
Iyte goes to get them, first making a moderate
bow at center. He carries them to the plane of
the altar, near the priest (or deacon) and kneel-
ing puts them in place. Then rising, he genu-
flects on one knee. He puts the steps away and
returns to his place.

. When the celebrant makes a low bow, the aco-

lytes make one with him.

- When the priest sings the prayers, the junior

acolyte prepares the humeral veil. If there is a
subdcacon, he gives it to him. If there is no
subdeacon, he places it on the shoulders of the
celebrant.

- The senior acolyte, if it is necessary, gets the

steps, as in No. 3.

. All bow low during Benediction and the senior

acolyte rings the bell during it.

. After the blessing the junior acolyte accepts the

veil from the subdeacon, or, if there is no sub-
deacon, removes it from the celebrant's shoulders
when he comes down after Benediction. He
folds it and places it on the steps.
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9. When the celebrant or deacon closes the taber-
nacle door, the acolytes rise and observe instruc-
tions in No. 6 page 102.
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