
The Florida Chapter of the Church Music Association 
of America and the Farquhar College of Arts and  
Sciences at Nova Southeastern University are pleased 
to offer a two‐day conference in Gregorian Chant.   
 
The Conference will include: 
Lectures in ‐  

• The History of Gregorian Chant 
• The Liturgy and the Gregorian Repertoire 
• Gregorian Chant since Vatican II:  

Resources for Renewal 
Choice of chant classes for beginning and advanced     

   chanters 
 
Sung vespers on Friday evening 

 
Closing missa cantata at St. Michael’s Church in  

   Miami on Saturday evening 

 

Register online:  
www.musicasacra.com/florida 
Registration fees are $35.00 

(including materials and instruction)   
 

Registration deadline:  
Friday, February 27, 2009  

 
For more information on the conference,  
contact Jennifer Donelson, D.M.A., at: 
jd1120@nsu.nova.edu | (954) 262‐7610  

www.musicasacra.com/florida 

Conference Faculty: 
Susan Treacy, Ph.D. ‐ Ave Maria University 
Michael O’Connor, Ph.D. ‐ Palm Beach Atlantic University 
Mary Jane Ballou ‐ St. Augustine Schola Cantorae 
Jennifer Donelson, D.M.A. ‐ Nova Southeastern University 

Musica Sacra Florida  

Gregorian Chant Workshop 
Friday, March 6 ‐ Saturday, March 7, 2009 
at Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale 



Musica Sacra Florida 
Gregorian Chant Workshop 

 
Sponsored by the Florida Chapter of Church Music Association of America  

in conjunction with the  
Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences  

at Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale 
 

Friday, March 6th – Saturday, March 7th, 2009 
 
About the Conference: 
This two-day workshop will present both beginning and advanced musicians with rehearsals and 
lectures that will enrich their knowledge of Gregorian chant and its use in the Roman Catholic 
liturgy.   
 
Led by a faculty of chant specialists from around the state, attendees will learn more about the 
history of Gregorian chant and its role in the liturgy as well as experience the chant in the context 
of both the Divine Office and the Mass.  Beginning chanters will be introduced to the basics of 
notation and rhythm according to the Solesmes method.  Experienced chanters will learn new 
repertoire and advance their understanding of rhythmic and interpretive nuance.  Resources and 
practical methods for the cultivation of Gregorian chant in the life of the parish will also be 
discussed. 
 
This workshop is ideal for choir members, parish music directors, music students, teachers, 
parents, seminarians and anyone who is interested in learning about the heritage of sacred music 
within the Roman Catholic Church.  
 
Registration: 
Registration fees are $35 and include the price of instructional materials and instruction.  
Participants are responsible for all their meals and housing during the conference.  Payment is 
due upon arrival at the conference. 
 
Pre-registration is required. 
Deadline: Friday, February 27th, 2009 
 
Registration is available at: www.musicasacra.com/florida.   
 
Contact Information : 
Jennifer Donelson 
(954) 262-7610 or jd1120@nova.edu 
 
Faculty:  
Susan Treacy – Ave Maria University, Ave Maria, FL 

 
  Susan Treacy, Ph.D., joined the faculty as Professor of Sacred Music after having      
  taught at Franciscan University of Steubenville and Luther College. She holds the    
  Ph.D. in historical musicology from the University of North Texas, the M.Mus. in  
  opera from the Manhattan School of Music, and the B.Mus. in voice from Oberlin  
  College Conservatory of Music. Her research interests are in Catholic liturgical  
  music and English devotional song, and besides having published scholarly 



articles, Dr. Treacy writes a regular column, "Musica Donum Dei," for the Saint Austin Review 
(StAR). As a performer Dr. Treacy directs the Women’s Schola Gregoriana at AMU. While at 
Franciscan University she directed the Schola Cantorum Franciscana and she was a section 
leader and soloist with the Bach Choir of Pittsburgh. She was a member of the editorial 
committee for The Adoremus Hymnal and is on the board of the Church Music Association of 
America. 
 
Michael O’Connor – Palm Beach Atlantic University, West Palm Beach, FL 

 
Dr. O'Connor joined the Palm Beach Atlantic University faculty in 2007 and 
currently teaches music history, world music, music appreciation, and directs 
the PBA Early Music Ensemble.  His research has explored the intersections 
of musical composition and historical theology in medieval and Renaissance 
Spain, and he has presented his research to conferences in the U.S., Belgium, 
Portugal, and England. Dr. O'Connor's publications have appeared in the New 
Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, Second Edition; The Alamire 

Foundation Proceedings, and Medieval Perspectives. His history of the euphonium appears in 
Guide to the Euphonium Repertoire: The Euphonium Source Book, (Indiana University Press). 
Currently he is working on a collection of essays that focuses on music for the Divine Office in 
Spain and Latin America. His interest in Catholic sacred music led him to create a Gregorian 
schola cantorum in the Palm Beach area. 
 
Mary Jane Ballou – St. Augustine Schola Cantorae, St. Augustine, FL 

 
Mary Jane Ballou performs professionally on the Celtic harp and a wire-strung 
salterio built by the Benedictine monks of the Abbaye of En Calcat in France.  
Currently based on St. Augustine, Florida, Miss Ballou performs throughout 
the Southeast.  Her recordings are available online at CD Baby.  Miss Ballou 
also produces and hosts the Classical Fan Club, a weekly radio show featuring 
music "off the beaten track" on Flagler College Radio, WFCF St. Augustine 
88.5.  She is also the founder and director of the new St. Augustine Schola 
Cantorae, a women's ensemble dedicated to Gregorian chant and polyphony.  
 

Jennifer Donelson – Nova Southeastern University, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
 
Jennifer Donelson received her DMA in Piano Performance from the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln and has studied with Paul Barnes, Mark Clinton, and 
Quentin Faulkner. A specialist in the piano works and writings of Olivier 
Messiaen, she has lectured on and given performances of portions of the Vingt 
Regards sur l’Enfant-Jésus throughout the United States, France and Mexico.  Dr. 
Donelson has been awarded numerous academic fellowships, as well as a grant 
supporting her research at the Bibliothèque Nationale de France on the 

controversy surrounding the premiere of Messiaen’s Vingt Regards.  She is the founding director 
of the Cor Immaculatae Schola Cantorum, a professional vocal ensemble dedicated to the 
performance of Gregorian chant and sacred polyphony.  She also currently directs scholae 
cantorum for both the extraordinary and ordinary forms of the Mass at St. Michael the Archangel 
and St. Robert Bellarmine parishes in Miami.   
 
 
 



Location: 
Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, FL (3301 College Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL  
33314) 
 
A campus map is provided below and can be accessed at: 
http://www.nova.edu/cwis/campusmaps/forms/campusmap.pdf 
 
All events except the closing Mass are located in the Performing and Visual Arts wing of the 
University Center, labeled 23B on the campus map.  Most events will be on the third floor.  
Parking is located in the Mailman lot just east of the building. 
 
Directions: 
http://www.nova.edu/cwis/campusmaps/maincampus.html 
 
From I-95 or Florida’s Turnpike 
Exit at I-595, proceed west to University Drive exit. Turn left (south) onto University Drive. 
Proceed approximately 1 ½ miles to SW 30 Street (Abe Fischler Blvd.), turn left (east).  Take 
SW 30 Street to College Ave and turn right (south) on College Ave.  Continue south along 
College Ave. and take the first right into the NSU campus (McCahill Dr. - east main entrance).  
Once you enter NSU’s east entrance, take the second right into the Mailman Parking Lot.  The 
University Center is ahead to the west of the parking lot. 
 
From University Drive 
From North of I-595  
Take University Drive south 1 ½ miles past I-595 to SW 30 Street (Abe Fischler Blvd). Turn left 
(east). Take SW 30 Street to College Ave and turn right (south) on College Ave.  Continue south 
along College Ave. and take the first right into the NSU campus (McCahill Dr. - east main 
entrance).  Once you enter NSU’s east entrance, take the second right into the Mailman Parking 
Lot.  The University Center is ahead to the west of the parking lot. 
 
From south of Griffin Road  
Take University Drive north approximately 2 miles past Griffin Road to SW 30 Street (Abe 
Fischler Blvd.). Turn right (east). Take SW 30 Street to College Ave and turn right (south) on 
College Ave.  Continue south along College Ave. and take the first right into the NSU campus 
(McCahill Dr. - east main entrance).  Once you enter NSU’s east entrance, take the second right 
into the Mailman Parking Lot.  The University Center is ahead to the west of the parking lot. 
 
From I-75  
From Miami heading north or west coast/Naples heading east  
Merge onto I-595 eastbound (towards Fort Lauderdale). Exit at University Drive exit, turn right 
(south). Proceed approximately 1 ½ miles on University Drive to SW 30 Street (Abe Fischler 
Blvd.), turn left (east). Take SW 30 Street to College Ave and turn right (south) on College Ave.  
Continue south along College Ave. and take the first right into the NSU campus (McCahill Dr. - 
east main entrance).  Once you enter NSU’s east entrance, take the second right into the Mailman 
Parking Lot.  The University Center is ahead to the west of the parking lot. 
 
Parking: 
Free parking will be available in the Mailman lot directly east of the University Center.   
 
 



Preliminary Schedule: 
 
Friday, March 6, 2009 
 
5:30-7:00 – Registration – Hallway of 3rd floor of Performing and Visual Arts (PVA) wing of 
University Center.  Please plan to have eaten dinner before arriving for the evening events. 
 
7:00 – Vespers – PVA 310 
 
7:45 – Welcome – PVA 310 
 
8:15 – Lecture – PVA 310 

Dr. Michael O’Connor of Palm Beach Atlantic University – “The Secret History of 
Gregorian Chant” 

 
March 7, 2009 
 
8:00 – Late Registration – Hallway of 3rd floor of PVA 
 
8:30 – Rehearsal #1 

Beginning Schola – PVA Performance Theater (1st floor) – Directed by Jennifer 
Donelson and Mary Jane Ballou 

 Advanced Women’s Schola – PVA 354 – Directed by Susan Treacy 
 Advanced Men’s Schola – PVA 309 – Directed by Michael O’Connor 
 
9:45 – Break 
 
10:00 - Lecture – PVA 309 

Dr. Jennifer Donelson of Nova Southeastern University - “The Liturgy and the Gregorian 
Repertoire” 

 
10:45 – Rehearsal #2 
 Beginning Schola – PVA Performance Theater – Directed by Jennifer Donelson and  

Mary Jane Ballou 
 Advanced Women’s Schola – PVA 354 – Directed by Susan Treacy 
 Advanced Men’s Schola – PVA 309 – Directed by Michael O’Connor 
 
12:00 – Break for Lunch 

Lunch on your own – Restaurants are available on the first floor of the University Center 
and in numerous restaurants within a short distance from the University 

 
1:00 – Lecture – PVA 309 

Dr. Susan Treacy of Ave Maria University – “Gregorian Chant since Vatican II: 
Resources for Renewal” 

 
1:45 – Rehearsal #3 
 Beginning Schola – PVA Performance Theater – Directed by Jennifer Donelson and  

Mary Jane Ballou 
 Advanced Women’s Schola – PVA 354 – Directed by Susan Treacy 
 Advanced Men’s Schola – PVA 309 – Directed by Michael O’Connor 



 
3:00 – Break 
 
3:15 – Rehearsal #4/Preparation for Mass 

All Groups meet in Performance Theater to review the order and repertoire for 
performance at Mass. 

 
3:45 – Break/Travel to St. Michael’s Church in Miami 

All participants will be responsible for their own transportation to Miami.  Maps will be 
provided. 

 
5:00 – Mass at St. Michael’s Church in Miami 
 All participants will sing in the closing Mass at St. Michael’s   
 
 






